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Some Peplnenc Questions.

Prior to his contemplated adjourn-
ment to Japan, the land of real estate in-
vestments, Mr. EDWARD H. HARRIMAN
has given to the public a formal state-
ment of his relation to the affairs of the
Equitable insurance company. It con-
tains this paragraph:

© There ls nothing in the Union Pacifio Preferred
Stock Syndicate that can be criticized. An op-
portunity was avalled of by Mr. Hrps to joln my-
self and assoclates In the soquisition of Unlon
Pacifio preferred stock on & favorable basls. There
was no profit or advantage to any one member
of the syndicate over another, and neither the
Fquitable nor any of its allled companies or any
one else was ever requested to In any way ald g
fnancing the syndicate.”

Since Mr. HARRIMAN is in the mood
for explaining, will he have the goodness
before his departure to answer these
questions?

Does he assert, as he seems to, that
Mr. HYDE's subscription was purely
personal, and had nothing to do what-
ever with the Equitable? We do not
fail to observe that in this assertion
Mr. HARRIMAN is supported with great
emphasis and unmistakable technical
strength by his colleague and associate,
Mr. JacoB H. ScHiFr. Nevertheless,
we reiterate our question.

Was not the stock issued in the name
of young Mr. HYDE for the reason that
if it were in the name of the Equitable it
oould not be sold and made what the
Stock Exchange calls a “good delivery”
without the formality of a formal vote
of the board of directcrs in authorization
of said sale? Was it nui solely on this
account that it was made to stand in
Mr. JAMES H. HYDE'S name? And was
not this fact as well known to Mr. HARRI-
MAN and to Mr. SCHIFF as it was to Mr,
HyDE himself, and likewise to Mr. JAMES
W. ALEXANDER?

What was the reason which actuated
Mr. ScHIFF in refusing, when recently
requested by the new authority in the
Equitable to do so, to transfer the stock
go standing in the name of Mr. JAMES
H. HYDE to the Equitable, its actual
owner? Was it simply because the
members of the syndicatc had made
an agreement to hold the stock for five
years? Was it on that technicality
alone that Mr. SCHIFF based his refusal,
or was it for the wholly irrelevant reason
that to transfer the stock to its actual
owners, the Equitable, would be to give
the lie, formal and unequivocal, to Mr.
ScErFr's and Mr. HARRIMAN'S oft re-
peated statement that the Equitable
was never involved in the pool in Unjon
Pacific preferred?

Is it untrue that the money of the
policyholders of the Equitable was ever
used in a speculative agreement to tie up
the stock of the Union Pacific road, in
order to fortify Mr. EDWARD H. HARRI-
MAN in his control of that property?

Finally, is not the statement that
*neither the Equitable nor any of its
gllied companies or any one else was
ever requested to in any way aid in
financing the syndicate”—is not this
statement a deliberate and wilful false-
hood?

May we absolve ourselves from the ob-
ligation of giving any greater credence to
any other statement in Mr. HARRIMAN'S
declaration than we find it possible to
accord to the one to which we have just
adverted?

The President and the Miners.

The agreement which terminated the
anthracite coal strike of 1902 expires on
April 1, 1006. At the annual meeting of
the United Mine Workers last January
plans were considered and a movement
set on foot for a general strike should the
terms to be demanded next April be
refused by the mine owners. For sev-
eral weeks JORN MITCHELL has been
busy organizing his forces, rounding up
the many operatives who have strayed
from their unions, and securing a “de-
fense fund.” The agreements under
which bituminous mining is carried on

. also expire on the first of next April.
.. The leaders of the bituminous miners

are likewise engaged in considering the
terms of new agreements.

The news despatches of Monday an-
nounced that arrangements were being
made for a Yeneral strike by both
branches of the industry within the next
two or three months, in order to fore-
stall a general lockout by the anthracite
operators, The despatches of Tuesday

- oontained a somewhat indefinite denial

by JOBRN MITCHELL of the reports of the

. preceding day. While an extensive

strike next spring is possible, if not
probable, it is inconceivable that either
‘miners or operators would assume' re-
sponsibility for the precipitation of a
conflict - during the life of the agree-
ments.

We are unable to accept the boastful
doclaration credited to T. L. Lewis, the
- vice-president of the United Mine Work-

" ers, that the anthracite and the bitumi-
. hous miners are to join hands in the
3 greatest strike the world has ever known,

to be gnlled within two months. Such
& step would be suicidal.
The United Mine Workers, if they

£ could really unite, constitute a monopoly
{ more dangerous to society than any
¢ combination of capital now in the field.
¢ 1f all'were to quit and stay out for a year,

' no
& happen. But such a2 course is almost

tion can conceive what would

| beyond onception. It would.be pre-

ventable by the adoption of the plan
followed in the recent teamsters' strike
in Chicago. Students of industrial con-
flicts are generally agreed in a convio-
tion that strikes are exceedingly rare in
which all or even a majority of the par-
ticipants leave their work voluntarily or
willingly. By full protection to all who
desire to work the public may be pro-
tected and a basio principle of industrial
freedom may be eatablished, Of course,
the tyranny of a unionism which drives
a man from his work rgainst his will is

a8 indefensible as the reduction of his’

wages to a starvation point by an over-
greedy employer. It is merely a ques-
tion of'being robbed by a highwayman
or by a pickpocket. .

Since the conclusion of the last anthra-
cite strike there has been a wide change
ih publio opinion regarding broken
agreements and the exactions of labor
unions. That experience did much to
open the eyes of the pyblio to its real
position in industrial conflicts. The
point has been emphasized by several
later experiences. An appeal to the
White House would encounter less pa-
tience and less approval than it did
three years ago.

On Aug. 10 Mr. RoOSEVELT {s to ad-
dress a meeting of the mine workers at
Wilkesbarre. He will doubtless urge
conciliation and an amicable adjustment
of differences. On the off chance that
the reports of a contemplated strike for
this fall are not without a foundation,
it might not be amiss for him to indicate
his personal and official opinion of broken
agreements. In view of the fact that if
a strike is ordered, whether this fall or
next spring, thousands will be forced
to participate in it against their will and
wish, Mr. ROOSEVELT might remind his
Wilkesbarre audience of what he said
in his message of December, 1903: “Every
man must be guaranteed his liberty and
his right to do as he likes with his prop-
erty or his labor, so long as he does not
infringe the rights of others.”

A serious disturbance in the coal re-
gions is even more than probable. It
may come this year or it may come next
year. By his course in the earlier strug-
gle and by consenting to address the
miners Mr. ROOSEVELT stands com-
mitted to its processes in a way which
the publio will watch with interest.

Why Mr, Ba[four Clings to Office.

It will be remembered that when
the Balfour Government was beaten
last week by a few votes on a division
in which only about two-thirds of the
members took part the House of Com-
mons adjourned to give the Ministers
time to consider what course they would
pursue. They might resign, or they
might dissolve Parliament, or, by sum-
moning their supporters and showing
that they still commanded a large major-
ity, they might prove their right to
cling to office. There are precedents
for every one of these modes of pro-
cedure, and until Mr. BALFOUR rose
on Monday to announce his intention
nobody outside of the ministerial circle
ssems to have known what would be
done. What he said was: J'y qic.
j'y reste, and his power was demon-
strated by an array of followers which,
had there been an occasion for counting
them, would have given him, it is com-
puted, 8 majority of at least ninety.
In spite, therefore, of repeated victories
at by-elections the Opposition is help-
less, so far as the present House of Com-
mons is concerned. The Liberals may
rage, and the Nationalists imagine a
vain thing, but the Unionists will govern
the British Empire for at least another
twelvemonth. So far, indeed, as the
law is concerned they can stay in office
until the autumn of 1807. But Lord
BEACONSFIELD in 1880 dissolved Parlia-
ment a year before the close of the statu-
tory term, and it is taken for granted
that his example will be followed.

What is the real reason for Mr. BAL-
FOUR'S clinging to office? The lesson
of the by-elections is as easily read by
him as by any of his opponents. He
must recognize, what Mr. CHAMBERLAIN
has publicly acknowledged, that the
installation of a Liberal Government
is almost certain to be the outcome of
the next general appeal to the con-
stituencies. While admitting the likeli-
hood of defeat, however, Mr. CHAM-
BERLAIN has always insisted that the
triumph of the Liberals would be a brief
one, and that a second general election
would give the Unionists, who by that
time, he takes for granted, would be
converted to a preferential tariff for
the colonies, a firm lease of power. From
this assumption the cbvious deduction
was that the sooner a dissolution of
the present Parliament should come the
better. For a time Mr. CHAMBERLAIN
did not hesitate to draw that inference,
but now he confesses frankly that he
has changed his mind, and concurs with
Mr. BALFOUR in favoring an indefinite
postponement of an appeal to the judg-
ment of the country.

There is at least one disinterested
and avowable motive for Mr. BALFOUR'S
refusal to surrender office at this time.
The cordial understanding brought
about between England and France by
Lord LANSDOWNE on the one hand and
by M. DELCASSE on the other has al-
ready lost one of its promoters and
could scarcely afford to lose the other.
If a result of the interview between
WirLiaM II. and NicrorAs II. should
be a revival of the combination' between
Russia, Germany and France which
existed for a brief period in 1895, and
which extorted from Japan the retro-
oession of the Liaotung peninsula, Eng-
land manifestly would be isolated, so
far as Europe is concerned. It might
then become for her. a matter of vital
moment to enter into closer relations
with Japan than those which are de-
fined 'y the present alliance. There is
scarcely any doubt that Prime Minister
BALFOUB and the present Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, Lord LANSDOWNE, have
both the wish and the ability to tighten
the ties connecting the two island em-
pires, but it is by no means certain that
a Liberal Government would pursue
a similar course. In 1805 Lord ROSE-
BERY declined, it is true, to take part
with Russia, Germany and krance in

addressing an ultimatum to Japan,

but on the“wpther hand he refrained

{
\
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the Mikado would be opposed by the

‘British fleet. It is only in Liberal news-

, moreover, that we read objec-
tions to Fngland's entering into any more
intimate association with Japan than the
present treaty calls for, and only from
the same quarter is heard any critiolsm
on the Anglo-French entente. It I8
quite eonceivable that, as a patriot
having his country's security at heart,
Mr. BALFOUR may deem it his duty ta
retain office, if possible, until the under-
standing with France has been solidi-
fied, and until the existing alliance with
Japan has been renewed or tightened.

There is another, and & melanocholy,
reason for the change in Mr. CHAMBER-
LAIN'S sttitude toward s dissolution
of Parllament. He no longer wishes to
precipitate a general election, because he
foars that his own publio life is draw-
ing near a close. His first preferential
tariff campaign is a failure, and he can
hardly look forward w ,conducting
another, Why should he Jesire to turn
his son out of the Chanoellorship of the
Exchequer when he can no longer look
forward with oonfidence to replacing
him in that office after a Liberal Govern-
ment shall have enjoyed a short tenure

of power? Itis possible, indeed, that

Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN will again
be a Minister, but we doubt if his father
expects to witness that event.

The Irish Nationalists have cause to
regret Mr. BALFOUR'S refusal to dissolve
Parliament, for the Premier will now
have time to push the Redistribution
of Seats bill, which of course is aimed
at the Home Rulers. Mr. JouN E. RED-
MOND may be able, however, to offer
so much obstruction to Parliamentary
business that the Government will be
glad to buy peace by renouncing the
obnoxious measure.

A Practical University.

In a collection of reports from the
colleges of Great Britain, recently pub-
lished in an English magazine, one from
Birmingham University, in the city that
is noted for its progressiveness in “mod-
ernizing its nstitutions,” notes that “the
school of brewing is making very satis-
factory progress and s now in a most
flourishing condition.”

This useful department of the uni-
versity runs no riak of being dropped for
lack of the necessary funds for its sup-
port. It enjoys the solid and generous
backing of the Birmingham and Mid-
land Counties Wholesale Brewers’ As-
sociation, to which it is indebted for its
buildings and equipment, in addition
to the current expenses of maintenance.
No part of the university income, either
from endowment funds or from the Gov-
ernment grant, has been taxed for the
establishment or for the support of this
achool.

Sixty-seven pupils have been grddu-
ated from its courses and new ones are
coming in even from the distant colonies
of the British Empire. The managers
have recently visited similar institutiona
of the higher education on the Conti-
nent, in Ghent, Berlin, Vienna, Munich
and Paris, and the Birmingham school
will reap the benefit of their experience
and observations in new and additional
equipment and in a reorganization of
the curriculum.

Thus the university ceases to be a
thing aloof from the affaire of everyday
life. It draws very close to the plain
and practical working world.

International Cricket.

The Marylebone Cricket Club of Lon-
don, which began its tour in this country
on Tuesday by defeating the Gentlemen
of Phfladelphia, i3 the oldest and most
famous cricket organization in the world.
With more than a century and a half of
history behind it, its prestige is pre-
eminent. Its rules, as originally made
by the club and by it from time to time
amended, govern the game wherever it
is played,

The popularity of cricket, the national
game of England, in this country is
attested by the large number of clubs
in various districts, governed by several
central organizations. The game has
been longest established and is most
popular in Philadelphia. In New York
the Metropolitan Cricket League is
the most prominent organization. There
are important cricket associations in
Massachusetts, in Chicago and in Cali-
fornia. In the colleges the game classes
with the “minor sports,” the Inter-
collegiate Cricket League comprising
the clubs of the University of Pennsyl-
vania, Harvard, Cornell and Haverford.
In the intercollegiate association n
admissior charges to games are allow
cricket being a “gentleman’'s game,” and
each individual athlete paying his own
expenses.

In 1889 the Gentlemen of Philadel-
phia visited England, Ireland and Scot-
land. Of twelve matches played, four
were won, three lost, and five tied, The
Americans scored 4,360 runs to 173 wick-
ets lost, while the Britishers made 4,614
runs to 180 wickets. In 1801 a team cap-
tained by Lord HAWEKE came here, de-
feating the Gentlemen of Philadelphia
and teams in Baltimore and OChicago,
and losing to the Gentlemen of Phil-
adelphia in a three days game by eight
wickets. A game with a New York
team resulted in a draw. Two games
played in Canada resulted in easy vic-
tories for the Englishmen. Lord HAWEKE
brought - over another team in 1804,
which won three out of five games played,
the other two being drawn.

The popularity of cricket in America
has grown steadily, and the test of games
with British and colonial clubs has been
frequently sought as a measure of home
prowess. In 1803 an Australian team
played twice in Philadelphia, losing the
first game and winning the second. In
Boston and Chicago the Antipodeans
won, while in New York the game was
drawn. i

The interesting feature in the record
of 1895 is the tour of the Oxford-Cam-
bridge team. This team defeated the
players of New York and Canada; de-
feated the Gentlemen of Philadelphia
once, and lost to them once; and was
defeated by the University of Penn-
sylvania. In the following year an-
other Australian team, after winning
all but one of their games in the East,
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' "18 1807 & team of Philadelphians played
fifteen games in England, of which
they won only two. Four games were
drawn, and there were nine defeats,
In the same year an English team won
a game in New York and another in
Philadelphia, and was defeated in one
game by the Gentlemen of Philadel-
phia, The following year the English-
men made glmost & clean sweep of their
games here, winning six, losing none
and drawing two. In 1000 Haverford
sent a team to play in England, which
won three games, lost four and drew
seven,

In 1901 an English team lost two games
end won two in Americs. Two years
later an American team, from Philadel-
phis, played in England with marked
success, winning seven out of fifteen
games, losing six and drawing two.
They were defeated by Marylebone and
Cambridge; the game with Oxford was
unfinished on account of rain, and one
of the teams they defeated was Kent
County, which later in the year visited
this country and made a clesn sweep
in four games played. Last year Haver-
ford played fifteen games in England,
winning five and losing two, with eight
drawn matches.

Of thirty-six games between Canada
and the United States we have won
more than twenty, and several have
been drawn.

‘Not only is cricket too expensive a
game to be in the broad sense “popular,®
but by the ordinary American it is voted
“slow.” Even at that, however, our
record in international contests is by
no means poor.

*Consular and Trade Reporta® of July 20
quotes Senator JULES MELINE of France,
a recognized authority in that country on
agricultural and commercial matters, as
saying that “the French oolonies, especially
Indo-China, are wide open markets for
American agricultural implementa and
machinery, and that well organized efforts
in those directions should result in largely
increasing our exports of those manu-
factures.”

Probably some of our agricultural ma-
chinery has made its way into the French
colonies and secured a favorable recep-
tion, leading to Senator MELINBE'S state-
ment.

In the eleven months ended May, 1005,
our exports of such machinery to France
were $2,630,443. Russia is the only Eu-
ropean country buying more of our agri-
cultural machinery, namely, $3,727,600 in
1005, eleven months. Germany bought
only $1,130,800, and Great Britain $091,004.
It is therefore doubtful if the French colo-
nies got any of our agricultural machinery
from either of those two countries. The
heavy local demand in Russia used up all
we sent to that country.

Senator MELINE'S statement would seem
to be worthy of consideration by American
agricultural machinery manufacturers.

The publisher of & paper devoted to the
peddling of social scandal, and now under
investigation by the District Attorney,
boasts of his reserve in holding back some
of it from publication. *I have stuff locked
up in my eafe,” he confesses, “that would
turn New York upside down if it were
printed.” Very likely. Nor is it improb-
able that the assertion of one of our corre-
spondents to-day is true, that the scandal-
ous information is largely furnished from
inside “society.” Personal grudges are
the motive for very much of it. Few fami-
lies and few {ndividuals would relish the
publication of all the facts relating to their
private life and history, no matter how
innocent, especially if they were colored 1.y
the malice which makes the stories plquant
reading for such a paper. Why does shis
man keep such “stuff locked up” in his safe?
The fire is the only suitable place for it.

In an article in the International Quar-
terly, of which we gave an abstract recently,
Prof. N. 8. S8HALER of Harvard University
presents a review of the supply and the
probable exhaustion of the world's metals.
He says nothing that need alarm those of
the present generation, and nothing that
need cause us serious anxiety forour chil-
dren or our grandchildren. But some-
where along the next hundred years or so
he sees new conditions and possible trouble
from high priced iron and copper and &
dearth of gold, lead snd tin.

Prof. SHALER sees England and Conti-
nental Europe already on the verge of an
iron famine. He sees the exhaustion of the
bods of Mesabe, Alabama and Tennessee
within & period measurable by decades.
When these and a few others like them are
gone, the only recourse will be to smaller
deposits, far more costly of operation, and
to treatment of ores now regarded as worth-
less. Prices will advance and iron again
become & precious metal. * The outlook for
ocopper is on & par with that for iron.

Apparently if posterity would live in
ekyecrapers lnstead of holes in the ground,
and would travel by rall instead of afoot,
it will be forced to the discovery of either
cheap aluminum or the transmutation of
elements. It seems a little hard on pos-
terity, but we fancy they will get along as
we did before we had telephones and auto-
mobiles.

Japan's shipbuilding yard at Nagasaki,
giving employment to 7,000 men, is by far
the largest shipbuilding yard in the Far
East. It was started in 1864 for ship re-
pairing, and its dry dock was not built
till 1871. BSince then it has been, and still
is, the nursery of the Japauees Navy. This
1s the description given by an enterprising
Russian, M. KRAzZEEFrFeKs, who, over the
signature of “Mr. Palmer,* describes the
yard in the Russkoye Slovo, .

Since 1898 the yard has built eight steam~
ers, each of 6,000 tons or more. Out of
the 7,000 workers only six are foreigners,
but all the engineers and all the mechanics
speak English, having received their techni-
cal training in England or the United States.
*Now we train our own foremen on the
spot at home,” said the Japanese engineer
in charge. In the yard is a museum con-
taining models of all the best shipe in the
world. England supplied the main equip-
ment of the yard, but the electrical ap-

tus in use was manufactured in the
United States.
——
Twe Surprising Revelations of Human Nature.
From Harper's Wekiy,

‘What people will do to get their namés In print 1s
only less surprising than what s hey will do to keep
thelr names out of print.

Fiction predominates In Scridnér's Magasine
for August, elght short atories accompanying Mrs.
Wharton's serlal novel. Among these are a sea
tale by Mr. James B. Connolly and one of rural
Pennsylvania by Mr. Nelson Lloyd. Mr. Richard
Harding Davis tells about San Juan HIill, An
acoount of baghia, & sort of tag on horseback, as
played in Turkestan, and & guess at Japen's de-
mands are for the more serious minded. Mr.
Eden Philipotts and others contributp verse,snd s
remarkable outburss of colored lllustrations will be
found in the sumber,

T8 SNPENORS’ CONFERENCH.| B

An Argumens That the Kalser's Pelley
§o Neoessarily Peaceful.

To aw Epi1om or Tus BuN—8ir: Amid
the many conjectures regarding the subjects
discussed at the meeting between the Czar
and the Kalser, the fgot that peace I8 the
supreme nevessity for the success of the
policy of Germany seems to be lost sight of.
Whether that policy ls the Kalser's or his
Government's matters very little; It ls, at
all events, one concelved In the Interest of
the German people and appears to be sup-
ported by them and the German press with
remarkable unanimity.

Plainly’ put, the whole situstion ocenters
round the fact that there |s an economlo war
in progress between Great Britain and Ger-
many, and that the victory for Germany de-
pends on the preservation of peace the world
over, for the |mmediate present and near
future In any case. In this strugsle, so far,
Oermany Is winning, henoce the bitterness
of the British press and the acerbity in the
general relations between the two countries;
and this is likely to Increase, the efforts made
by the British Goveroment and M. Delcasséd
to Isolste Germany baving falled, as your
Berlin correspondent points out in his des-
patch {n this morning’s 8UN. *

What was more natural, therefore, than
that the Kalser should employ what {nflu-
ence and arguments he could to induce the
COzar to meet the Jagunese squarely in the
peace negotiations, and to yleld in internal
affairs so much as may be necessary o restore
order and malntain at the same time the
suthority of the Russian Crown and Govern-
ment? BSuch advice would eminently ad-
vance the policy of both Russla and Germany
for the future. Intimate friendly rela-
tions between themn would render Germany

’ntl?ly lndePendent of all other countries
or her supply of the two staple articles of

ul d ive Hussia & much
Beeded qut 4

r . er production of ¢ eg:’.
n case of @ war with France, such as segm

imminent at one moment, (iermany ‘s base. of
pplies would be beyond the enemy’s reach;
ut that has been averted, and in all human
probabllity “there will never agaln be an
armed conflict between the fwo countries,
whatever may be the future of Alsace-Lor-

raine.

Whether the economio war between (reat
Britain and Germany will lead eventually to
8 struggle In arms remains to be seen, but It

1so is improbable, for the reason that the
ormer would almost certalnly have to go
into it alone.

It {s true that the naval preponderance
enjoyed by Great Britain might enable he
to sweep the sea of (jerman warships an
capture Germany's colonies: but the Ger-
man mercnntll% marine could pass tempor-
arily under other flags, and German com-

erce go on uninterrup through Danish,

utoh, Belgian, Italian or Austrian ports.

d what would England gaip in the end?

venture to o“‘ e; profit would be less

tha q e disturbance at home
would be so great thutét might lead to a radi-

| r?vi-lon of the land lawe that keep more
than lil‘;mmlons of acres of the area o
Uni <|lom lt:ut of hlm gxltlu’tlon" y
are m g Its people emigra n
uarogooru ﬂvlnl: Bnd the disorder (n Its
finances brought about throu the (Il ad-
vised South African War would be so greatly
ggrava that the dpropbeoy of the old
oer President would come near accom-
plishment.

Great Britaln, however, seems to be relying
on ome tl lnﬁ to enable her to malntain her
present position in the world, that is a re-
newal of the Anglo-Japanese alliance. On
this point let me quote a few words lxgm
letter from a correspondent at Toklo, da
Just tbro% weeoks ago. He says, spedkln:
o{ Great Britain's position in Asia: “Hence
the great anxiety to renew the alliance, of
which there Is very little on this eide, for
Japan has now no great fear of a Russian
war of revenw and England can do her no
more good. Why th hey say, enter upon
au_t\z obligations?

he fallure then to Ioolgw Germany, and
the probable success of the gence negotia-
tions, in bringing about which this country
ru played a nppg part, will impose a new
ine ‘of policy and conduct vn the British
Qovernment_at home and abroad, f?r the
world is tired of war, with its senseless slaugh-
ter and waste, an

closely
the motives of any Government that pro-
vokes a breach of the peace, whether it be
the German or British. . F.
New York, July 26.
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Cramp and Drowning—A Personal Experience.

To TA® EpiToR OPF THB SUN—S{r: Mr. Alex-
ander Mellert writes to you, Monday, that there ls
no such thing as cramp a8 a cause of death to swim-
mers. Mr. Meffert has never learned the almple
art'of drowning In one lesson. To acquire it rapldly,
as I did, he should foljow my example and get &
cramp. .

1 belloved much as does Mr. Meffert till one day
at Par Rockaway I went swimming 1o the inlet.
Suddenly, as 1 was coming In from deep water,
a something smote me In the stomach, tled my
legs In a fanoy parcel and knotted my arms with
& finé assortment of agonles.

Did | turn on my back? Did I float? Did I keep
perfectly cool and kiok vigorously till the oramp
vanished?

1 did not.

A longlegged friend was near. He was standing
on bottom. Ono him I cast a look of wild appeal
and remarked:

“Catch me! I ubble oogly blub—blubl® disap-
pearing to discuss cramp problems with McGinty.

My friend happened to be prompt and sclentifio,
Istllllive. But1 no longer belleve that cramps do
pot interfere with the swimmer.

New YOk, July 25, JorN K. BRISTOL.

A Baseball Question.

To THS EDITOR OF THE SUN—SIir; On Saturday
last 1 witnessed the following play during & game
of baseball:

A runner on first base was taking a long lead
toward second, and the pltcher, & left handed
twirler, Instead of delivering the ball to the plate,
went through the usual motions of dolng so, but
just before reaching the polnt of delivery wheeled
half about and, stepplng out of the box with his
right foot, drove the ball to first. The runner had
started to steal second, but finding himself caught
between bases, was easlly run down.

Was thls move, as I have described It, in strict
accordance with the rules of the game? And does
the fact of the pitcher stepplng out of the box, as
he did, save bim from a balk?

In other words, If he bad faced the batter as he
did and then thrown the ball to first without step-
ping outside of the box, would not his play have
been called a balk? S0UTR Paw.

Nsw YORE, July 24.

*South Paw's” eyes must havs decelved
him. If the play had been made as he de-
scribes it, there is no umpire who would
not have declared a balk. Evidently “South
Paw” didn't see straight.

Refuse in the Boulevard.,

To Tem EpITOoR oF TEB SUN—Sir: Here are
some of the things which you may find In the grass
plots in the Boulovard, which formerly used to
be 80 beautiful and well kept:

Fragments of iron ocastings, old brooms, white-
wash buckets, broomstioks, pleces of lron wire,
telophone wire, pasteboard boxzes, tin cans, old
rags, asphalt refuse, whisky flasks, milk bottles—
all giving evidenceof baving laln there for montha,
The, plots at Sixty-fifth street and Seventy-first
street are particularly bad.

In our big city government, ocosting nearly a
bundred milllons yearly, and with so many depart-
ments covering almost all possible needs and uses,
isn's there some one who can and will remedy such
& atate of things? WEST SIDER.

Naw Yok, July 26

Rum and Shipwreeks.

To TR EDITOR OF THB SUN—Sir: An old ship
ca ., Whose many successful voyages had given
him distinotion in his calilng, sald to me long ago:
“you can lay It down.as an almost invariable rule
that rum is the cause of a shipwreck.”

Is 1t not possible that this old shipmaster sug-
gested a potent cause of at least some of the many
“accidents” In our navy? MARINER,

Naw YORE, July 28.

An Asiatio Combination Advised.

To TRS EDITOR OF TRE SUN—S{r; A really clever
man might now get Up a greas Aslatio combination.
Japan should quielly make a generous peace. Rus-
sia will be a great Asiatlc Power, and Turkey and
Persia would gladly joln the combination and esca
the great Powers.

NEW YoRrE, July 2.

What Is & “Halrlegger''?

To Te® EpiTon orF THE SUN—Sir: In certaln
sectlons of Oape Cod the term “halriegger® &s one
of reproach. A man who calls another man a
*halriegger” lays himself open %0 bodily lnjury.

What 1s the derivation of the term,or why should
i oarry with It 20 much reproacht

TARPAULIN Covs, July 25.

Cars Cop.

In the Dark Ages.
Wililam the Conqueror had just started the Domes-
day Book.
“And to think,” he moaned, “1 didn's charge
them & cent to got in 18.*
Gasing a4 ;:-mnomu.umumm

'

The annusl convention of the United
States Loague of Cooperative Savings and
Bullding Loan Aseociations be yootor-
day in the Murray Hill Hotel. Corporation
Counsel John J. Delany welcomed the dele-
gates to this city on behalf of Mayor MoClel-
lan, and then A. L. Gutheil, president of
the associations, made his annusl !
He told of the growth of bullding snd loan
sssociation, and ocontinued:

*We still have robbers in the country,who
are living off our good name and doing
much barm. The moral is, stick to your
home institutions and give a wide berth,
whatever their promises, to any copostn
from abroad, for, in nine cases out of ten,
it is sure to prove a swindle. You may
think that you are not getting enough
interest on your investment {p your bome
company as ‘promised’ you in the otber,
but you will win out more surely in tbe
former.” i

B o i soel it Facors
ret of the league, then rea

o that tbo‘?olll assots O

2,568, whioh Is & net
$20,706,474. The total mem-
1,891,046, a et ingrease of 84,316,
erick D. Kilbiirn, State Superinten-
dent of Banking, was invited to addreas
the delegates, and he f“e an informal
talk. He sald that building asecociations
to be successful must confine themselves
to local flelds.

“1 am happy to say,” sald Supte Kilburn
“that in my official capacity T have ed
the enmity of the so=cal national k-
ing ns.® Mr. Kilbum's com-
ments were received with hearty applause.

There was only one séssion of the con-
ventlogl{euterday but there will be two to-
day. o delegafes went to Coney Island
ﬁ:smday afternoon. To-day ( will

ten to committee reports and ad 8
by the delegates. At the afternoon on
Addison B. Burk of Philadelphia talk
on "Fighting 8 Boss Ridden Legislature.”
After new ofMoers are elected the con-
vention will adjourn until next year.

NO RELIEF FOR KANE.

Former Sewer Commissigner’s Ciaim for
Defending Himself Rejeoted.

Former Sewer Commissioner James Kane,
who is one of Senator McCarren’s chief
politioal lieutenants in Brooklyn, has been
notified by the Board of Estimate of its re-
fusal to reimburse him for the expenses he
entailed in defending his official reputation
in 1899, umountll:! to $3,800. Comg:roller
Bird 8. Coler held up the bills of the ocon-
tractor who bad been employed by Kane to
clean the sewers in Brooklyn and KEane
indicted for malfeasance.

Supreme Court Justice Jenks sustained
the demurrer in y Kane, and the
prosecution was dropped and the indict-
ment quashed. Under a provision of the
Charter, Kane applied to the Board of Est{-
mate for a reimbursement of his expenses
in defending himself, but that body, actin
o e B

any, dec nt of the
<>la.lm.y Mr. Kgne may ho"v’. f\'ﬁ' for its
recovery.

WELFARE WORKERS.

Civio Federation’s Department Approves
Sending Men to Panama.

The welfare department of the Na-
tional Civio Federation, which has ite head-
quarters at 281 Fourth avenue, announced
yesterday that plans for extending its
s?ope Il}ad been discussed at a o‘?:gfexi:neo
of welfare managers represen rge
establishments in this and other cities.
This department was formed in order to
encourage the movement which has 3md
through the large cities to provi for
pleasant and eanitary surroundings for
the workera in stores and factaoriea. The
conference voted its approval of the send-
ing zbmu§h the welfare artment of
W. E. C. Nazro and Edwa: . Moffett to
Panama as welfare experts.

Street Impediments.

Taq TeS Eprror OoF THE SUN—Sir: Why ahould
the pushcart have a place In New York?! Men
vend everyihing from pesnuta to men's garments
from carts in crowded streets, and often ln frons of
shops that sell the same articles. Thelr favorite
stand la at a or g where tho ds pass eyery
hour, and unl ly hed by the po-
lice they will occupy eaough of the space needed
by pedestrians to compel passers by 10 crowd agalnst
the carts. If some thoughtiess one halts to buy,
two feet more of the precious room Is taken, and
the thousands behind begin marking time.

Why ahould & part of the sidewalk in every busy
street be given up to frult stands, flower stands,
lunch stands, &o.?! In Park row there are many
places where the sidewalk avallable for foot traffio
is reduced to four or five feet.

There s hardly a sidewalk in the city where
trafc becomes congested during the busy hours
that could not be bettered by the application of a
little engineering sense. Why might not the sides
walk In Nassau street, from Spruce t0 Franktort,
and In Park row. from Frapkfort to the Bridge,
be widened five feet? And why not remove the lamp
posts at the cornerst

Why not remove the ourd from both sides of
Nassau stroet from Spruce to Wall, extend the
asphalt from house line to house line, depress the
middle s0 as to carry off rain, and make the whole
street a thoroughfare for pedestrians only during
oertaln hours?

There are dosens of places which are now the
dread of those who must travel them during rush
hours that could be greatly Improved by eagineers
who would give the pedestrian a thoughs. Here-
tofore street scienoe has been dovoted to the better-
ment of roadwaya and to alding vehicle ¢ 0.
Isn't it high time some serious thought was di-

rected toward giving pedestrians a chance on the
sidewalks? A L
New Yomrk, July 2.

The Source of the Scaadals.

To THE EDITOR OF TEE SUN—Sir: Mr. Jerome
has a fine chance to drag out the most Interesting
African 1n the woodplle of the notorjous sooidty
scandal paper. and Incldentally make muaio rival-
ing that of the famous “Swinette” of Peoris, a
musical instrument of great sweetness. strength
and dellcacy composed of nine ootaves of porkers,
each with his tall in a plnching apparatus operated
by the keyboard. ,

The real nubble of value lles In the question,
Who are the contributors to that papert

Rumor most credible has long bad it thas ite
proudest boast la that news of the smart setters
must be true, because they write it themselves.

Tune proprietor, with a military title, has also

often sadly dropped the dismal news that although
sald contributors are all swellest of the ., and
real ladies, each expects pay for her work at 10
centa & line, and the more swollen the cdntridbu-
tor the more enthusiastic the expectation of & check
—but that check must not and does not bear the
name of the paper.
‘ Hereln lles a clue for Mr. Jerome. Thousands
and tems of thousands would like to know who
supply grist for that scandal mill. The sagred
list and check book are In existence. A diuoes
teo' m has virtues, OBSERVAR,

Nsw YORk, July 26.

Comfort for the Rejocted.
Fyom en address by Mr. Willam Hughes, Insursnce
Actuary.

The old proverb which says that & creaking door
hangs long on its hinges recelves abundant lliugira-
tion In the pumerous cases of confirmed invalids
who live to old age, and the number of persons now
living who bave :ou rejected or heavily rated up
many years Ago by assuranoce companies may
doubt be reckoned by thousaada, e "

Money In Snakes in Kentueoky.
From the Stanford Interior-Journal.

Joe Upthegrove, owner of the big rattiesnake
that attracted muoch attention last week, took i
:;r:mmmmgwugmmmnnu

° T Mr. Upthegro
bought mu & man at Highland .'m"
Young for less than §1. There's money in snakes.

An Expensive Vacation.
“A week's vacation means a year added to your
lfe.”
“1¢t will have to mean more than that, If I am to
live to pay for it.”

A New Variety of Hog.
Enicker—He who laughs last laughs best. -
Booker—d know, but 1 always did hate tho,

laugh, hog.

comforts of home."
| Powell—Thoso

NN Wi i AL o
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Interptate Commerce Commission Heary
Shippers’ Cemplaints.

Kaxsas Ciry, Mo, July 20.—~The in.
quiry to be conducted by the Interatats
Commerce Commisslon in Kansas City
was begun this morning in the Federal
Court. Francis M. Cockrell, a memler
of the commission, former United States
Senator from Missouri, was the only com.
missioner to arrive this morning. The
commission has been oconducting an (n.
quiry in 8t. Louls.

“The inquiry in Kansas City may lass
two days,” sald Commissioner Cockrell,
“We will first take up some cases which
were already eet for a hearing at this time,
They are complainte of shippers regarding
alleged excessive charges In freight rates,
The complaints of the Southwestern fruit
dulot.l sgainst the railroads will be heard

Only two cases were heard this morn.
ing. The first was a complaint made by
d. W. Moran and J. H. Moran, grain dealers

1 , Mo., against the Missouri Pacitio
way omr an alle excessive charge
nheﬂou.wnﬁr rom Lamar to Hope, Ark.

I case called this mornl
was bassd on a complaint mada by “n? g
QGrace and W. R. 8tator, produce and oal
dealers ﬁ“ubwy, Mo., against the Bur-
ll‘mngt&l; chnixl-'g m-mq ‘lmor‘tmt?t lmr i
éate a sho aul of coal |
g:rlo;d lou‘thqn the charge for a ?on':,vl

ul,
Fi mop\:m take u zbeg!:x;st cu;a i{:i which
r com ns against the Missour|
f‘dﬂg * sald Commissloner Cockrell. T
here followed so o preliminary discussion
betweén Mr. Robinson, l;,ppearing for the
Missouri Pacific, and J. B. McGilvray, ap-
E:uing for the complaining shippers. = My,
hinson did n&&_ want to procead with the
bearing u eero . MaGilvray would confine
g{;“:tn Ination entirely within the cow-

OHARLES S. BURR DEAD.

Merohant Sucoumbs to Apepiexy Induced,
It Is SGpposed, by Ptomaine Potson.
Charles 8. Burr, who, with his brother,
Walter 0. Burr, bad been in control of the
straw goods importing house of J. 8. Plum-
mer & Co. of 150 Meroer street for several
years, died on Tuesday night of apoplexy,
resulting, it is said, from ptomaine poison.
in

g

On the departure of his wife, three daugh-
ters and two sons for their country homo
at Range Lake, Me., early in the summer, Mr.
Burr closed up his house at 1900 New York ave-
nue, Brook yn, and went to liveat the Union
League Club. He had long been under
medical treatment for liver and heart trou-
ble, as well as rheumatism, but during the
summer his bealth had improved and he
bad made arrangements to start to Europe
on a business trip next week.

On July 19 he accompanied a few fell w
members of the club in an automobile to
College Point on a clambake excursion.
He partook heartily of the clams and fish;
and seemed to have greatly enjoyed the
trip. The following day, however, he
became 8o ill that he called on Dr. Nathan A,
Beers, Jr., of 1265 Bedford avenue. Hg
improved under the medicines prescribe |,
but he had a relaﬁe on SBunday and paid
& second visit to Dr. Beers.

He collapsed in the doctor's office and
was assisted back to the clubhouse. He

w steadily worse and died in an -
fotio it about midnight on Tuesday. His
rother and sister-in-law were with him

at the tims of his death, and the bod -
was removed to his brother's bouse at 1314
Albem%ﬂe road, Flatbush.

My. Burr was born in Homer, N. Y., 48
years ago. He and his brother each ma: -
ried a.g.ughtar of J. 8. Plummer and th: v
*nherimd the business from their father-in-
C?l" He was a member of the Union Leag:ie

ub and the Crescent Athletic Club.

AN ANTI-STRIKE UNION.

Eleotrical Mechanics’ Association Trying
for Becognjtion.

The Electrical Mechanica’ Association
bhas sent circular letters to the members
of the Eleotrical Contractors' Association,
asking them to employ its members. The
association says it simply wants the same
opportunities as other unions, without
discrimination. The by-laws of the Eleg
trical’ Mechanics’ Association announce
that one of ita objecta is to an
attempt to “dictate, interfere or coerce.
g‘th’p:e‘ on the part of the employer or em-

7 :

Twenty-eight Years en tho Water Wagon.

ForT WAYNE, Ind., July 26.—Thomas
Mills died to-day. He was a unique char-
acter, who, aftsr spending $8,000 for drink,
signed a pledge here on July 5, 1877, and
remained a total abstainer for the ramainder
of his life. He celebrated the event annually,
and every Sunday that he was able he at-
tended religlous services at the jail, of which
be had been an inmate on acoount of his
drinking, urd talked to the prisoners, ad-
mon! g them to refrain from drink. In
1002 Henry C. Paul, president of one of the
banks and minent in financial circles,

Tessuted 8 dsome gold medal to Mills
the twenty-afth anniversary of
the pledge.

Navy Department Clesed Against Colleotors.

WASHINGTON, July 26.-An order way
issued to-day by Becretary of the Nav!
Bonaparte shutting the doors of the Navy
Department againat oollectors who seck
to present bills to employees. While tho
Department will take no oognizance, ac-
cording to the order, of complaints again:t
employees, it will consider an employen
who {uﬂs, without justification, to pey
his debts as unfit for the public service.
The order pertains only to civilian em-

loyees, the navy regulations still govern-
ng the service.

New Haven Read Official Pensioned.
NEw HAvEN, Oonn., July 20. —The New
Haven road officials gave it out to-night
that James H. States, general ticket agent
of the company, will be retired on a pension
1, after forty-three years service.
position will be con-gl::;dt:dn lv{nh t{;uc
passenger agen e under
ervision of F. C. Coley, assistant

passenger agent of the road.

Will Climb Colima.
From the Mezican Herald.

In order $0 investigate thoroughly the activites
of Colima and to prepare a series of lectures for he
students of Harvard University on North America’s
only active volcano, the Rev. Peter H. Goldsmith, &
minister of Salem, Mass., Is now engaged !n an at-
tempt to climb to the crater of Collma. He means
to collect an array of data and Information which
has not been securcd heretofors, and this he will
present to the students of !! rvar '~ rellable mate-
rial conoerning the fire mouutain.

The voloano has been comparatively qulet for
some time, and Dr. Goldsmith hopes to be able to
ascend to the crater and to look Inside it. Even when
eruptions are not in progress the ascent of Collma is
exceedingly dangerous, as the barrancas along \ho
sides of the mountaln are full of ashes. In crossing
these barrancas a man is In danger of sinking inlo
the ashos and smothering.

mark

Japan's Pest Mortem Honors.
From the Japan Weekly Mag.

About fifty-three hundred officers and men who
have been killed since the battle of Llaoyang up
to the batule of Mukden will recelve the Golden
Kite. This posthumous honor Is already sanc-
tioned by the Emperor and will shortly be pub:
lished by the Oficial Gasette.

——————

Rejected.

Howell—~Here's Just what you want in the way of
& vacation place; the advertisement says: “All the

are just what I'm trylog to gob
away from.




